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INTRODUCTION 

In accordance with Utahôs Statewide Historic Preservation Plan, the Utah State Historic Preservation Office 

(SHPO) requested that Logan Simpson complete a selective reconnaissance level survey (RLS) of two 

municipalitiesðWest Valley City (WVC) and Kearns Township (Kearns)ðwithin Salt Lake County, as part of 

their on-going efforts to increase representation of Utahôs minority communities and post-World War II (WWII) 

residential development in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). The project was funded by the 

State of Utah with the principal goal of identifying potentially significant historic districts within both 

communities for future study and possible inclusion in the NRHP. As part of this effort, the project included 

a driving or ñwindshieldò survey of both communities encompassing hundreds of subdivisions and additions, 

followed by the identification of potentially eligible individual resources and districts and the completion of a 

RLS of a sampling of those districts. Each of those subdivisions was assigned a priority rankingðhigh, 

medium, and lowðby which to evaluate their potential for future eligibility to the NRHP and to help direct 

subsequent survey efforts. Of the hundreds of subdivisions, a total of 20 have been recommended for further 

study, while the remaining are recommended as a low priority. Of these 20, a sampling of 4 subdivisions 

were each surveyed with a standard RLS (see Table 2). Of the remaining 16, 4 are recommended as a high 

priority for future RLS (see Table 3) and 12 are recommended as a medium priority for future RLS (see Table 

4; see Appendix B).  

 

PARTICIPANTS 

This project was solicited by the Utah SHPO under State Historic Preservation Officer Christopher Merritt. 

Assistance from the SHPO was provided by National Register Coordinator J. Cory Jensen and Geographic 

Information System (GIS) Analyst Skylar Schulzke. Municipal parcel data for WVC was provided by Planning 

Director Steve Pastorik while similar data for Kearns was supplied by Senior GIS Analyst of the Greater Salt 

Lake Municipal Services District, Joe Borgione.  

 

Logan Simpsonôs project team was led by Jennifer Levstik, Assistant Director of Cultural Resources and 

Historic Preservation Specialist with local assistance provided by Tina Hart, Logan Simpsonôs Utah Director 

of Cultural Resources. Contributing staff included Architectural Historian Langston Emerson Guettinger, 

Historical archaeologist Stephen Joey LaValley, Researcher and Survey Specialist, Jacob Wilks, and Historic 

Preservation Specialist, Kathryn McKinney.  

 

PROJECT AREA 

The project area was limited to the corporate boundaries of WVC and Kearns which are both located near 

the center of Salt Lake County, Utah (Figures 1ï2). The municipality of WVC occupies 22,899 acres (35.8 

square miles) which includes portions of Sections 16, 17, 21, 22, 23, 26, 34, and 35 and all of Sections 19, 

20, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, and 33 in Township 1 South, Range 1 West; portions of Section 33, and all of 

Sections 22, 23, 34, 25, 26, 27, 34, 35, and 36 of Township 1 South, Range 2 West; portions of Section 4, 

and all of Sections 5 and 6 of Township 2 South, Range 1 West; and portions of Sections 5, 8, 14, 16, 21, 

22, and 23, and all of Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 9, 10, 11, and 15 of Township 2 South, Range 2 West of the Salt 

Lake Meridian (USGS 7.5ô Salt Lake City South, Utah, 1999; USGS 7.5ô Magna, Utah 1999). Far smaller, 
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Figure 1. Location of project area and land jurisdiction.  
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Figure 2. Project area detail showing Kearns Township and WVC.  
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https://historytogo.utah.gov/utahs-interurbans/
http://www.clui.org/section/salt-lake-meridian
https://www.sltrib.com/news/politics/2018/09/13/census-west-valley-city/


https://www.grangerutah.com/blogposts/2017/10/25/chesterfield
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https://living-future.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Saving_Windows_Saving_Money.pdf
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